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Keystone  XL  review  drags  on  5 times  longer  than 
average 


By  Josh  Lederman 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  — For  six  and  a half  years,  the  White  House  has  had  a quick 
comeback  to  questions  about  its  yet-to-be-announced  decision  on  the  proposed  Keystone  XL 
pipeline:  Talk  to  the  State  Department. 

Under  a George  W.  Bush-era  executive  order,  oil  pipelines  crossing  U.S.  borders  require  a 
presidential  peimit,  setting  off  a government- wide  review  that  the  State  Department 
coordinates.  President  Barack  Obama,  in  no  rush  to  anger  either  environmentalists  or  energy 
advocates,  has  deflected  criticism  about  the  long-delayed  decision  by  arguing  that  his 
administration  is  merely  carrying  out  his  Republican  predecessor's  directive  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

But  an  Associated  Press  review  of  every  cross-border  pipeline  application  since  2004  shows 
that  the  Keystone  review  has  been  anything  but  ordinary. 

Since  April  2004,  when  Bush  signed  his  order,  the  federal  government  has  taken  an  average 
of  478  days  to  give  a yes  or  no  to  all  other  applications  — less  than  a year  and  a half.  The 
company  hoping  to  build  Keystone  has  been  waiting  for  a decision  for  nearly  7 years  — or 
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more  than  five  times  the  average. 
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Navajo  Nation  says  it  feels  brunt  of  Colorado  mine 
leak 


By  Susan  Montoya  Bryan  and  Ellen  Knickmeyer 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  — Russell  Begaye  stared  into  a hole  in  the  side  of  a Colorado 
mountain,  watching  as  yellow  water  contaminated  with  heavy  metals  poured  out  and  raced 
down  a slope  toward  a creek  that  feeds  rivers  critical  to  survival  on  the  nation's  largest  Native 
American  reservation  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Southwest. 

At  the  Gold  King  Mine,  Begaye,  president  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  couldn't  help  but  see  the 
concerned  faces  of  his  people  — the  farmers  who  no  longer  had  water  for  com  crops  and  the 
ranchers  who  had  to  scramble  to  get  their  cattle,  sheep  and  goats  away  from  the  polluted  San 
Juan  River. 

"We  were  told  that  the  water  was  clearing  up  and  getting  back  to  normal,"  he  said.  "This  is 
what  EPA  was  telling  us.  We  wanted  to  go  up  there  as  close  as  we  could  to  the  source.  We 
wanted  our  people  to  see  the  water  is  still  yellow." 

Begaye  and  a small  contingent  of  Navajo  officials  worked  their  way  unannounced  past 
barriers  and  up  the  mountain  over  the  weekend  to  get  a closer  look  at  the  mine  blowout  that 
federal  officials  said  sent  more  than  3 million  gallons  of  water  laden  with  lead,  arsenic  and 
other  metals  down  the  Animas  River  and  into  the  San  Juan  River. 


Federal  appeals  court  hears  arguments  on  polar 
bear  habitat 


By  Dan  Joling 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  (AP)  — A federal  plan  designating  a huge  swath  of  the  U.S.  Arctic 
as  critical  polar  bear  habitat  should  be  upheld  over  the  objections  of  the  state  of  Alaska, 
petroleum  industry  groups  and  communities  along  Alaska's  north  coast,  a Justice  Department 
lawyer  told  an  appeals  court  Tuesday. 

Robert  Stockman  acknowledged  that  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  plan  designating  an 
area  larger  than  California  as  critical  habitat  lacked  specifics,  such  as  the  exact  sites  where 
polar  bears  establish  dens.  But  the  agency  acted  based  on  the  best  data  available  from  polar 
bear  experts  as  is  required  by  endangered  species  law,  he  said. 
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"The  service  had  to  make  a judgment  call  based  on  limited  data,"  Stockman  said. 

Polar  bears,  a marine  mammal,  were  declared  a threatened  species  in  2008  under  former 
President  George  W.  Bush  because  of  diminishing  sea  ice  brought  on  by  global  climate 
warming.  Polar  bears  use  sea  ice  to  breed  and  hunt  ice  seals. 


NOAA  announces  plan  for  endangered  Hawaiian 
monk  seal 


By  Caleb  Jones 

HONOLULU  (AP)  — Federal  fisheries  authorities  want  to  more  than  double  the  small 
population  of  endangered  Hawaiian  monk  seals  in  the  state's  main  islands. 

The  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  on 
Tuesday  released  a draft  management  plan  for  the  endangered  species,  of  which 
approximately  200  live  in  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands. 

There  are  approximately  1,100  Hawaiian  monk  seals  total,  with  most  of  them  living  in  the 
uninhabited  Northwestern  Hawaiian  Islands.  The  species  was  listed  as  endangered  under  the 
U.S.  Endangered  Species  Act  in  1976. 

NOAA's  Hawaiian  Monk  Seal  Recovery  Coordinator  Rachel  Sprague  said  that  while  the 
population  of  monk  seals  in  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands  has  been  increasing,  the  overall 
population  continues  to  decline. 
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10  killed  in  southern  China  coal  mine  accident 


By  The  Associated  Press 

BEIJING  (AP)  — A coal  mining  accident  in  southern  China  has  left  10  dead  and  five 
injured,  local  authorities  said  Wednesday. 

The  Pu'an  county  government  in  Guizhou  province  said  on  its  website  that  56  of  those  in  the 
mine  had  safely  reached  the  surface  and  rescue  work  was  continuing.  It  wasn't  clear  whether 
any  miners  remained  unaccounted  for. 

The  notice  did  not  give  a cause  for  Tuesday  night's  accident,  although  the  official  Xinhua 
News  Agency  says  it  appeared  to  have  been  a gas  explosion.  Such  blasts  are  usually  caused 
when  poor  ventilation  leads  to  a buildup  of  highly  volatile  coal  gas  inside  the  shaft. 

China's  mining  industry  has  seen  a dramatic  improvement  in  safety,  with  deaths  falling  to 
under  1,000  last  year  from  more  than  6,000  per  year  a decade  ago. 
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Week  in  Review  - Clean  Power  Plan  rolls  out  amid  charges  of  collusion 

Meanwhile,  power  plant  emissions  hit  27-year  low. 

Click  here  to  read  the  brief! 

IEA  finds  oil  price  drop  boosting  consumption 
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The  International  Energy  Agency  reported  Wednesday  that  demand  for  oil  is  growing  faster  than  at  any  time  since 
2010  now  that  crude  prices  have  dropped  below  $50  a barrel,  The  Wall  Street  Journal  reports. 


EPA  dragging  its  feet  on  pesticide,  court  says 


The  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  has  ruled  that  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  until  the  end  of 
October  to  formally  respond  to  a petition  conservation  groups  filed  more  than  eight  years  ago  to  restrict  the  use  of 
chlorpyrifos.  The  Hill  reports. 


California  court  rules  for  tighter  farm  runoff  standards 


A Sacramento  County  Superior  Court  has  sided  with  environmentalists,  concluding  that  rules  governing  farm 
runoff  in  Central  California,  which  the  state  loosened  at  the  request  of  the  agriculture 
industry,  are  not  strict  enough,  the  Los  Angeles  Times  reports. 


Fewer  companies  hauling  oil  equipment 


Oil  company  cuts  prompted  by  lower  prices  have  triggered  a wave  of  consolidation  in  the 
trucking  firms  that  haul  drilling  equipment,  The  Wall  Street  Journal  reports. 


Coal  sales  to  jump  in  2017,  Patriot  and  Blackhawk  predict 


According  to  documents  filed  in  bankruptcy  court,  Patriot  Coal  and  Blackhawk  Mining  are 
predicting  an  increase  in  sales  in  2017  from  12  mines  they  hope  to  be  running  from  a new 
merged  company,  Platts  reports. 


Fast  ramp-up  for  Iranian  crude  after  sanctions.  IEA  predicts 


The  International  Energy  Agency  predicts  that  Iran  could  quickly  increase  its  crude  production  by  as 
much  as  730,000  barrels  per  day  after  sanctions  are  lifted  as  part  of  Tehran’s  nuclear  deal  with  the  West,  Reuters 
reports. 


Oil  higher  over  predictions  of  jump  in  demand 

International  Energy  Agency  predictions  of  accelerating  oil  demand  helped  boost  prices  early 
Wednesday,  despite  concerns  about  the  future  of  China’s  economy.  U.S.  benchmark  crude 
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gained  30  cents  to  $43.38  a barrel  in  electronic  trading  on  the  Nymex,  while  in  London  Brent 
was  30  cents  higher  to  $49.48,  Reuters  reports. 


Duke  says  gas-fired  units  less  costly 


The  final  cost  of  a natural  gas-fired  combined  cycle  unit  installed  at  the  Sutton  Plant  by  Duke 
Energy  Progress  in  North  Carolina  came  in  lower  than  expected,  at  $551  million  or 
approximately  $882  per  kilowatt  of  installed  capacity,  Platts  reports. 


Regulators  confuse,  upset  homeowners  with  response  to  NC  coal  ash 
spill 


Conflicting  water  tests  and  changing  health  standards  by  state  regulators  have  upset  and 
confused  homeowners  in  North  Carolina  in  the  aftermath  of  a coal  ash  spill  from  a Duke 
Energy  power  plant,  The  Washington  Times  reports. 


Alabama  Power  presenting  renewable  plan 


The  Alabama  Public  Service  Commission  holds  a hearing  Wednesday  on  a proposal  by 
Southern  Co.  subsidiary  Alabama  Power  Co.  to  seek  up  to  500  megawatts  of  renewable 
energy  projects,  the  Birmingham  Business  Journal  reports. 


Magness  to  become  ERCOT  CEO 


Bill  Magness  - currently  general  counsel  of  the  Electric  Reliability  Council  of  Texas  - will 
take  over  as  CEO  of  the  grid  operator  next  year  from  Trip  Doggett,  after  a vote  by  the  board 
of  directors  Tuesday,  FuelFix  reports. 
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